
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Thursday: 7:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
15 minutes before weekday Mass 

or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

We celebrate the feast of St. Francis of Assisi on the anniversary of his death, which occurred on October 4, 
1226. Perhaps the most beloved of all saints, Francis is quoted as saying, “Preach the gospel at all times. When 
necessary, use words.” Signs of faith were evident throughout his life. Faith empowered him to give away his 
possessions, to embrace lepers, and to endure deep suffering. Faith gave him a joyful spirit and a love for all of 
creation. His faith drew others to Christ in the Franciscan order. And Francis received the ultimate sign of 
faith—the stigmata. 

In today’s scriptures we see many signs of faith that preach louder than words. Habakkuk shows his faith by 
his urgent plea to God. God tells him that “the just one, because of his faith, shall live” (Habakkuk 2:4). In the 
second reading we hear that faith shows forth in love, self-control, and the strength to bear hardship. In the 
Gospel Jesus tells the disciples that faith can work miracles, but the most reliable sign of faith is a life lived in 
steadfast service to the Lord.  

—Virginia Stillwell 
Copyright © 2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now  

You may never be canonized. 
However, people should be able to look at your life and discover signs of faith. 

Do they see you reaching out to those in need, working for justice, 
caring for family, engaging in prayer, seeking reconciliation, growing spiritually? 

If so, they see a just one who, through the gift of faith, shall live. 

Copyright © 2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

INCREASE OUR FAITH 

Today’s Gospel passage falls under the category that has come 
to be known as the “hard sayings” of Jesus. Hard to understand, 
hard to apply to life today. The Apostles’ request, “increase our 
faith,” is in response to a previous “hard saying” about how fre-
quently we are called upon to forgive others. Curiously, Jesus 
seems rather unforgiving in responding to their request, or in 
describing the manner in which they are to serve others. 

Jesus uses exaggerations to wake us up to how God is present in 
our lives, and how we are urged to live if God is with us. None 
of us is called upon to uproot trees or cast mountains into the 
sea. The faith we have is adequate for the task we are called up-
on to do: spread the gospel by our witness. And living that wit-
ness is done not for self-gratification or recognition, but out of 
the joy of helping the world to hear the Good News. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

Come, let us bow down in worship; let us kneel before the LORD who made us. 

— Psalm 95:6 



 
 
 
 

Saturday, Oct. 1 (St. Lawrence)                                               
4:00 pm: For a Successful Fall Festival 

Sunday, Oct. 2 (St. Lawrence)  
9:00 am: + Mary Ann Pelzel  
        by Wendell & Linda Jones 

Monday, Oct. 3 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: +Clifford & Joyce Hoelscher by Helen Glass 
 
Tuesday, Oct. 4 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)  
7:00 am + Jerome Hoelscher by Gregory & Deborah Simons 
8:00 am + Bill Schraeder by Karen Striecher 

Wednesday, Oct. 5 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am Communion Service 
7:00 pm + Thomas Strube by Chris & Lana Hirt 
     (In Spanish)    
    
Thursday, Oct.6 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                
7:00 am: + Sherline Strube by Michael & Mari-Jo Fuchs 
8:00 am:+ Bill Schrader by Karen Streicher 
 
Friday, Oct. 7 First Friday                                                 
(St. Lawrence) 
7:00 am +Eugenia Lange by Mitchell & Lynette Jansa 
7:30 am– 3:00 pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
(St. Thomas) 
8:30 am + Norma Jean Gilman by Billy & Diane Eggemeyer 
9:00 am-10:00 am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
  
 Saturday, Oct. 8 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Bernard Seidenberger by Rose Schwartz 
6:30 pm: + Dennis Rohmfeld by Wendell & Linda Jones 
     (In Spanish) 

Sunday, Oct. 2 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)  
8:00  am: + Alice Glass by Sheryl Wilson 
10:00 am: Living & Deceased members of the St. Therese   
    Altar Society 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners 
 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

Sometimes human relationships go awry, but Christ’s 
choice for us is irrevocable. In marriage celebrations, 
the Church always recalls God’s faithfulness to help 
prepare married couples for enduring the inevitable 
rough spots. The Byzantine liturgy does this by adorn-
ing the couple with crowns that remind them of the 
martyr’s crown. The couple therefore takes on a voca-
tion of witnessing to the sacredness of life in all of its 
suffering and joy, and of keeping their eyes fixed on 
the banquet of heaven. In Eastern theology, people 
have a liturgical vocation to give God praise, and mar-
riage fits within that plan. It is not so much saying 
prayers that counts, but becoming prayer. Interesting-
ly, in this liturgy the couple never utters a word other 
than joining in the community’s chants; there are no 
marriage vows as such. There is therefore not a hint of 
our Western Christian sense that marriage is a legal 
contract. Rather, it is all about living out one’s baptis-
mal vocation, embracing the cross, pouring oneself 
out in love, and opening to the grace of the Holy Spir-
it. 

 —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

Mientras muchos celebran el descubrimiento de Amé-
rica esta semana, los latinos celebramos más bien el 
Día de la Raza, insistiendo que Colón no pudo descu-
brir lo que no estaba ni perdido ni escondido. El 12 de 
octubre de 1492, Rodrigo de Triana grito: “Tierra a la 
vista”. Estas fueron las primeras palabras Europeas 
que sonaron en el hemisferio occidental. Rodrigo 
gritaba a los españoles agitados y cansados por su lar-
go viaje. Él les daba la buena noticia de que estaban 
por llegar a Guanahaní, que Cristóbal Colón renombró 
San Salvador. Es así como se engendró un nuevo 
pueblo en América. Una raza mestiza se engendró en 
la búsqueda de Asia y luego fue dada a luz con el der-
rame de sangre indígena a manos del conquistador. A 
través del tiempo el continente americano poblado por 
nativos, ha recibido sangre, cultura e idioma europea, 
africana y asiática. De esta manera se ha ido desar-
rollando nuestro mestizaje. Celebremos que somos 
una mezcla de sangres, culturas, lenguas y creencias. 
Somos raza mestiza, nacida en el dolor; trabajamos y 
luchamos por una vida mejor. 

      — Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Travis Gully  432-425-4905 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

Pope’s Prayer Intension For September 

A Church Open to Everyone 

We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and coura-
geous in preaching the Gospel, may the Church be a 
community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, al-
ways living in an atmosphere of synodality. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


… continued from last week 

 Isn't death natural to 
man? If so, why does he fear it? 
God is no cheat. Death is the 
servant of God.  

Don't those screaming fearful 
people know man was made for 
eternal life? Why doesn't some-
one tell them?  

 I try to shout, a strangled 
cry. I want to say, using Christ's own words, "Have 
courage. I have overcome the world.” 

But these people who back into eternity have 
not been victors. The world has overcome them. They 
are so blindly in love with it that they will not look 
beyond the horizons of death. Surely, life for them 
was not so pleasant that they never dreamed of tomor-
row.  

Am I proud in what I am writing? If so, for-
give me Lord. I think it was only when my heart at-
tacks began that I marched from a world of shadows 
into sunlight.  

I believe in the resurrection of the body. But 
now I am indifferent to that belief. Only when I was 
young and filled with the passions of youth, did bodi-
ly resurrection flash a warning signal to me.  

… July25; 6 a.m. 

Lord, forgive me for complaining in my last 
entry. Sleep is one of Your mercies to man. Did You 
not go to sleep during the storm? How tenderly You 
watched over the sleep of Your loved ones. And how 
gently You must have said, "Simon, art thou sleep-
ing?"  

Last night another dream. Every night is a 
dream and I do not know whether I am awake or 
asleep.  

There were countless people sitting in the in-
ner chamber beyond the portals of death. They were 
waiting, some it seemed for centuries. But they were 
not impatient. They were victors in life because they 
were not afraid of death.  

Then a shout arose from a grey beard old man. 
He appeared a prophet. He shouted, "He's coming! 
The Son of Man. We are free. He died for us today! " 
Like a wave reaching for the shore, the multitude 
arose and cast eager eyes toward the Gate of Death. 

Then I heard an old man scream. "Son, who 
hurt You? Your robe is crimson, Your hands are 
bloody. Who could have done that to Mary's child?"  

Others fell back as the five wounds were re-
vealed. They could not see the Face. He went to the 
old man who I thought was my father, but I heard 
Him say, "Joseph, My work is done. My Mother said 
you were to have the first embrace of Him you cher-
ished as a son.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once I met a priest who could not tolerate 
jokes about death. I suspect he had never thought 
through this proposition, "Death is the servant of the 
Lord."  

… July 25; 10 p.m. 

Fear of death is not sinful, and I credit myself with no 
virtue in the fact that when I walk through its portals, 
I know I shall do so with open eyes and glad heart. 
Did not St. Paula' try out in her agony, "O happy 
hour!"  

From fantasy it is but a step into slumber. I 
fight against it because I have something I want to 
say, something I want to write.  

Nurse, I want to stay awake just a little while. 
How mean it can be – the body. I've whipped it into 
line and now my mind surrenders to unwelcome 
sleep.  

… July 28  

Now I seem to be awake so seldom. The chap-
lain comes at the time I am most alert. And always he 
says, "Receive, brother, the Viaticum of the body of 
our Lord Jesus Christ Who will protect thee from the 
evil enemy, and lead you into life everlasting."  

It seems as if someone is holding my hand. I 
like his touch. It's a rough hand. The hand of a car-
penter. No, it is my father. I wish he would rest. I feel 
that he is with me all night long. Mother, won't you 
please tell him you are here? We have a sign lan-
guage. I just smile and press his hand. There are no 
tears in his eyes now. His were all cried out, for you, 
Mother.  

               … To be continued next week 

The Priestly Heart 
The last Chapter in the Life of an Old-Young Priest 

By The Right Reverend Maurice S. Sheehy 



Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &       
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

October 2 
St. Lawrence –Rory & Tibby Niehues 
St. Thomas –  Randy Braden Family 

October 9 
St. Lawrence– Harold & Ann Hoelscher 
St. Thomas– Wilbert & Joyce Braden 

October Worklist  

Keith & Darcy Braden- CH 
Magno & Lety Perez, Chris & Tiffany Matschek,  
Carey & Renee Niehues, Ana Espinoza, Eric    
McMillan, Dennis & Ellen Seidenberger, Jim & Diane 
Cmerek, Susana Baileza, Stanley & Denise Latzel 
George & Maria Salinas, Eric & Christy
Seidenberger, Frank & Joyce Evridge, Robert &  
Blanca Guerrero , Ramiro & Rosa Garza, Jimmy & 
Carolyn Strube 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence  

Birthdays: Debra Schwartz, Susan Hirt, Rodrigo  
Andrade, Abigail Womack, Kylie Seidenberger,   
Bailey Matschek. 

Anniversaries: None 

St. Thomas  

Birthdays: None 

Anniversaries: Frank & Joyce Evridge 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, October 8 
Sacristan: Duane Braden 
Readers: Volunteers   
Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, October 9 
Sacristan: Keith Braden   
Readers: Volunteers       
Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

These are a few of the 
pictures from Saturday 
morning. Great team-
work! May God bless 
all your efforts in this 
important fundraiser!  

Fr. Prem 

AUMENTA NUESTRA FE 

El pasaje del Evan-
gelio de hoy 
pertenece a la catego-
ría llamada 
“lecciones difíciles” 
de Jesús. Difíciles de 
entender, difíciles de 
aplicar hoy día. La 
petición de los 
apóstoles, “aumenta 
nuestra fe” es en 
respuesta a la previa 
“lección difícil” so-

bre cuántas veces somos llamados a perdonar a los 
demás. Curiosamente, Jesús no parece muy dispuesto 
a perdonar al responder a su petición, o al describir la 
manera en que han de servir a los demás. Jesús usa 
exageraciones para demostrarnos cómo está Dios 
presente en nuestra vida, y cómo somos llamados a 
vivir si Dios está con nosotros. Ninguno de nosotros 
está llamado a desarraigar árboles o a lanzar montañas 
al mar. La fe que tenemos es adecuada para la tarea a 
que hemos sido llamados: esparcir el evangelio con 
nuestro ejemplo. Y vivir ese testimonio no buscando 
autosatisfacción o reconocimiento, sino por el gozo de 
ayudar al mundo a oír la Buena Nueva. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
Parish book study -- Monday, October 10 at 6pm.  We 

will discuss the remaining pages of  

"The Alchemist". 

See you at St. Lawrence. 

St. Ambrose Fall Festival 

St. Ambrose Fall Festival will be held o  October 
16th. A noon meal of German Sausage, Turkey and 
Dressing will be served from 11:00 am till 2:00 pm. 
Games and bingo will be held. The auction will be at 
1:15 pm. 

WELL-READ? 
When the day of judgment comes, we shall not be asked 

what we have read, but what we have done. —Thomas à Kempis 



 
 

The single most important element in training chil-
dren is to form their consciences. How can this be 
done effectively? To form a child's conscience is an 
art. This subject is immense. We will touch on four 
areas. 1. The meaning of art, 2. The meaning of con-
science, 3. The forming of the conscience of a child, 
and 4. And most practically; rules and norms for 
forming the conscience of a human being from infan-
cy on through one's life. 

1. The meaning of art. 

Simply defined, art is both the correct knowledge of 
something and the skill in doing it. Art is both in the 
mind and in the will. Both the mind and the will un-
derstands what needs to done and how it should be 
achieved. The essence of an art is to have correct 
knowledge, correct knowledge in doing something in 
forming a child's conscience. 

Correct knowledge is doing what is conformable to 
the will of God, in performing good moral actions, 
actions that are pleasing to God. Correct knowledge 
of how something is to be done. It is also a skill, a 
certain ability, which is present in nature, but is devel-
oped by grace. The art in forming the child's con-
science joined with the skill, involves the whole per-
sonality. It is being able to carry out what the mind 
knows should be done and how it should be achieved. 

2. The meaning of Conscience. 

The meaning of conscience, we believing Christians 
must be certain we understand and we know what 
conscience is. Conscience is the trained ability of 
judging between right and wrong in human conduct. 
It is the trained ability of judging. Conscience is a 
function of the human mind of judging. Judging be-
tween right and wrong, of past actions done, of pre-
sent actions being done and of future actions to be 
done. 

The Christian conscience for believing Christians is 
the human mind enlightened by the Christian faith. A 
conscience supernaturally enlightened by faith, which 
enables a person to know. It is a faculty of judgment, 
which enables the mind to see, or grasp, or perceive 
what is pleasing or displeasing to God. The enlighten-
ment of the conscience by faith is crucial. Without the 
mind being enlightened by faith we cannot talk about 
conscience, not conscience, as Christianity has under-

stood the term for 2000 years. 

Baptism. 

At Baptism the young child receives into the mind, 
what the mind could never by itself achieve. The 
mind of a baptized person is capable of knowing what 
God has revealed. And it has that capacity for know-
ing divinely revealed truth. There is all the difference 
in the world in forming the conscience of a child in 
general, and of forming the conscience of a child who 
has the faith. We are not merely forming a child's hu-
man mind, but a human mind, which is gifted from 
the moment of Baptism with the supernatural virtue of 
faith. The baptized child can know what the un-
baptized can never perceive. It can see more. It can 
see human action as being constantly judged by the 
mind and will of God. God is constantly at work in 
forming the conscience of that child in a mysterious 
way beyond our comprehension. God wants the par-
ents to provide the conditions for which in the child's 
mind is trained or formed according to the will of 
God. 

It is not only the parents, or adults, who are forming 
the child's conscience. No, for a child that is baptized. 
It is the Holy Spirit who is forming the conscience of 
that Child because the Holy Spirit dwells in that child. 

The Holy Spirit requires that the child be instructed 
by other human beings, human beings who have the 
true faith. 

Keep in mind that the conscience of a child, with the 
virtue of the faith, is capable of knowing what could 
never be known without the faith. 

Our Christian faith reveals God's will for us about 
things, except for God's revealed truth, we would nev-
er know as part of God's will. 

God has revealed mysteries that we who believe can 
understand, and put into practice. So that we will put 
those mysteries into practice, those mysteries will 
penetrate the conscience. All this and much more is 
infused into the child the moment it is baptized. 

3. The Forming of the conscience of a child. 

To form a person's conscience is to teach that person 
what is God's will for that person in the changing cir-
cumstances of each individual's life.      
                         …..continued on the next page 

The Art of Forming the Conscience of a Child 
by Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J. 

From THE TRUTH CRUSADE SERIES ALBUM, VOLUME ii, Eternal Life 



There are certain constants, unchangeable, absolute 
imperatives from the mind and will of God to every 
human being.  

Our minds need to be constantly enlightened to know 
how we are to live up to those unchangeable divine 
precepts. We are forming a child's conscience inform-
ing the child about what is right and what is wrong. It 
is by information, the mind is enlightened and the 
mind is formed. It is of imperative importance of the 
parents informing their children of what is right and 
wrong. Parents themselves must know what is right 
and wrong. What they are informing forms their chil-
dren's consciences and shapes their eternal destiny. 

Parents in good faith can mistakenly inform their chil-
dren about the moral law. Unless corrected, this bad 
seed is sown in the Child's mind can destroy the soul 
even in eternity. The parents' duty is to see to it that 
nothing should take second place to the forming of 
their children's consciences. Before God, parents are 
bound to form the conscience of their children for life 
here on earth to their heavenly destiny. 

Forming a child's conscience, it is the noblest art for 
the parent to exercise. Nothing is more important than 
training the minds of their offspring and preparing 
them for a heavenly destiny. 

This art of forming the conscience of a child can be 
partially learned by the parents, but it is also an in-
fused gift of the Holy Spirit. When the parents mar-
ried the Holy Spirit confers the grace to form the con-
sciences of their children. It is a supernatural art, to be 
exercised by both parents. By the father one way and 
by the mother cooperating with the father. Both par-
ents are needed. 

The forming of a child's conscience is an art that must 
be cultivated by prayer, cultivated by the parents re-
ceiving the sacraments, regularly and frequently, cul-
tivated by practicing mediation, mental prayer and by 
family cooperation. Forming a child's conscience is a 
sacred duty. Either the parents form the child's con-
science or someone else will. Conscience can also be 
misformed. We say shaping the conscience or mis-
shaping the conscience. The world is, inundated with 
persons, and powers, and the media, and political 
forces, which have, as their most dominate purpose 
the formation of the consciences of the children. The 
formation of the consciences of children in the United 
States is one of the main goals of our American sys-
tem of education. And in so many ways are forming 
the consciences of their children contrary to the most 
fundamental principles of morality and basic Christi-
anity. For this reason parents in the United States 
have had to resort to home schooling. 

4. Some basic practical rules or norms. 

The Church has developed through twenty centuries 
of her teaching wisdom on how to form the con-
science of a child. 

Rule: Forming the conscience of a human being is 
from infancy on through one's life. 

First norm: There is nothing in the mind, which was 
not first in the senses. This means that all the ideas we 
have originally came to us from our senses. What we 
can see with our bodily eyes, or what we have heard 
with our ears, what we touched with our hands, or 
tasted with our tongues, these are the seedbeds from 
which all our ideas come. Please do not forget this. 

Parents must make sure, from the age of reason, from 
the date of birth, from the moment of conception, the 
images, and sounds and feelings and tastes and touch-
es are those which will provide the foundation for 
sound moral and spiritual ideas in the mind of the 
growing Child. 

I plead with parents to make sure that their children's 
sense experiences - are compatible with the kind of 
ideas that the child is to have in having a good God-
loving and God-fearing conscience. 

Spiritual. 

Teach the child to kneel, to fold its hands, be exposed 
to religious articles, and have pictures of the Sacred 
Heart, Sorrowful Mother in the room, and holy water 
at the door. Teach the child Catholic greetings, 
"Praised be Jesus Christ". From early childhood these 
sense impressions should be made and they should 
become more elevated, more sophisticated as a child 
grows. But, also protecting the child wisely, prudently 
from all unnecessary exposure to the demonic media. 

Norm Number Two. 

Example is the most powerful teacher. Parents form 
the consciences of their children not only by what 
they say or what they tell the children, but also what 
the children see, and how the parents behave. One 
statement must be quoted, "Contraception is deadly 
for the conscience of a child". Parents: practice self-
less love for one another. Parents: practice self-giving 
love for your children. The children must have exam-
ples; they must see their parents living lives of chasti-
ty, of charity, of patience, of cheerfulness. 

The forming of the conscience of a child is not only a 
matter of example. Parents are channels of grace to 
their children. If you want your children to be strong-
ly believing, you must be strongly believing your-
selves. If you want your children to be truthful, be 
absolutely truthful yourself. If you want your children 
to be charitable and loving, you must practice,  

                        …..continued on the next page 



if need be, heroic love yourselves. The single, princi-
ple channel of grace for children is the parents. If you 
want to form your children's consciences, be sure that 
you are absolutely, utterly faithful to God in follow-
ing your conscience according to His divine will. 

Norm Number Three. 

Expect not be accepted by everyone. Parents need to 
believe this and so train the children preparing them 
for not being accepted by everyone. The Child, Jesus, 
had to flee to Egypt because Herod wanted to kill 
him. Children from their earliest years should be 
taught that following one's conscience can mean not 
being liked by everyone. Parents, train your children 
not to be conformists. 

Norm Number Four. 

Forming the conscience of a child is training that 
child for happiness. The greatest joy on earth is to be 
faithful to a well-informed conscience. Parents want 
their children to be happy. Nothing is more funda-
mental to ensure your children's happiness than to 
train them, form them to have a conscience to con-
formed to the will of God. This, this is real joy. Chil-
dren should be ensured that they will be happy, and 
not just in heaven in eternity, but happy already here 
on earth. Provided they follow faithfully in doing 
what their conscience tells them is pleasing to God. 
Be sure your children understand there is no substi-
tute. How I can be happy? I can be happy by knowing 
what pleases God, by loving Him and then doing 
what God wants me to do, out of love for Him. 

Train your children to expect to suffer, because their 
own will, will not always be satisfied. They will al-
ways be happy; provided their wills are conformed to 
the loving will of God. 

A Prayer 

Lord Jesus, enlighten the parents who believe in you, 
how to form the consciences of their children. You 
told us to let the little children come to You. Children, 
dear Lord, will come to You, in the measure that they 
know Your will. It is especially, dear Jesus, the grave 
responsibility of parents to form their children's con-
sciences to conform to Your divine will. This guaran-
tees that the children will come to You. Not only here 
on earth, to be blessed by You, but they'll come back 
to You from whom they came when You created their 
souls. Back to You, to be embraced by You and never 
leave Your arms for all eternity. Amen. 


